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TO  THE 


People  of  New-England. 

REPRESENTING 

The  very  great  Importance  of  attaching  the 
INDIANS  to  their  Intereft  ;  not  only  by 
treating  them  juftly  and  kindly  j  but  by  ufing  pro¬ 
per  Endeavours  to  fettle  Cbrijiianity  among  'them. 


By  S  A  M  GEL  H  G  P  K  [  N  a,  A.  M. 
P astor  of  a  Church  in  Springfield. 


1  perceive  that  G  O  D  it  no  Refpedler  of  Perfons  ;  But  in. 
every  Nation,  he  that  fearetb  him,  and  vuorketh  Right eoufnefs,  it 
accepted  with  him, 

Apofiie  Peter, 


Printed  in  Bojlon,  1753.  Being  a  Conclufion  to  the 
Ri/iorical  Memoirs  relating  to  the  Houfatunnuk  In- 
dians  ;  with  an  Account  of  the  Methods  ufed  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  among#  the  fa  id  Indians ,  by 
the  late  reverend  Mr.  John  Sergeant; 

Now  recommended  to  the  ferious  Confideracion  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Pennfyfaania,  and  the  other  Colonies. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

Reprinted  by  B.  Franklin,  and  D.  Hall.  1757. 
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Y  Defign  in  this  Addrefs  is  to  reprefent, 
to  the  People  in  this  Country,  the  very 
great  Importance  of  treating  the  Indi¬ 
ans ,  who  live  among  us,  and  upon  our 
Borders,  in  a  juft,  kind  ano  charitable  IVIanncr  ,  and 
that  we  do,  by  all  proper  IVleans  and  ivlethods,  endea¬ 
vour  to  attach  them  to  us,  and  to  the  Britijh  Intereft. 
This,  I  apprehend,  is  a  Subjedt  that  has  been  too 
pegledted,  and  that  greatly  wants  to  be  ft  in 
a  clear  and  juft  Eight.  And  I  fincerely  wifh  that 
fome  Gentleman  of  greater  Abilities  and  Addrefs 
than  I  can  pretend  to,  would  take  it  in  Hand  :  Tho’ 
if  my  weak  Endeavours  may  be  a  Means  of  mov¬ 
ing  others  to  do  Jufticeto  a  Subjedt  of  fuch  Weight, 

I  ftiall  heartily  rejoice  in  it.  ... 

That  I  may  offer  what  I  have  to  fay  in  the  clear - 

eft  and  moft  concife  Manner  I  can,  I  fhall  go  into 
the  following  Method. 

Firft,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fhew,  that  it  is  of  vat't 
Importance  to  the  Britijh  Provinces  and  Colonies  m 
America ,  efpecially  to  the  Provinces  of  the  Majja - 
chufetts,  New-Tork ,  and  New-Hamfjhire ,  that  they 
be  in  good  Terms  with  the  Indians ,  ar.d  attach 

them  to  their  Intereft.  And, 

Secondly ,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fhew,  oy  what 
Means  this  may  be  effected  :  Or  what  are  the  mok 

likely  Methods  to  bring  it  to  pafs. 
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i.  I  am  to  fhew,  that  it  is  of  vaft:  Importance, 
that  we  be  in  good  Terms  with  the  Natives  ;  and 
that  we  engage  them  in  our  Intereft.  I  freely  grant, 
that  the  Indians ,  fimply  confidered,  are  not  of  fuch 
great  Confequence  -to  us.  We  can  fubfift  without 
them.  But  yet,  their  Trade  is  a  confiderable  Ar¬ 
ticle,  worthy  the  Care  of  any  politick  People,  and 
managed  as  it  might,  and  ought  to  be,  would  yield 
us  great  Profit.  But  if  we  confider  them  with  Re¬ 
lation  to  Peace  and  PPar,  as  attached  to  us,  or  to 
our  Enemies ,  they  are  of  the  laft  Importance  to  us  ; 
for  they  certainly  have  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  their 
Hands,  and  are  able  to  turn  it  for  or  againft  us,  ac¬ 
cording  as  they  ftand  affeded  to  us.  Canada. \  in- 
conliderable  as  it  is,  and  from  which,  feparatefrom 
the  Indians ,  we  have  little  or  nothing  to  fear,  in 
Time  of  W  ar ;  Canada ,  I  fay,  would  be  more  than 
a  Match  for  us,  in  cafe  they  join  with  them  againft 
us.  He  mult  be  a  great  Stranger  to,  and  very  ig¬ 
norant  of,  the  Circumftances  both  of  the  Engli/h  and 
Indians ,  who  is  not  fenfible  of  this.  Our  Circum¬ 
ftances  are  iuch,  that  we  cannot  guard  ourfelves 
againft  the  Incurfions  of  fuch  Enemies  in  Time  of 
War  ;  for  our  Frontiers  are  of  vaft  Extent,  and 
bordei  upon  the  adjacent  Wildernefs  ;  which,  tho* 
almoft  inacccftible  to  us,  yet  is  the  very  Element  in 
which  they  delight  to  live.  They  are  at  Home  in 

it.  The  People  therefore  who  inhabit  our  Frontiers, 

while  they  follow  their  neceffary  Bufinefs,  are  expofed 
to  be  an  eafy  Frey  to  them ;  and  many  of  them  have 
been  furpriz’d  in  their  Fields  and  Houfes,  and  in  a 
moft  barbarous  Manner  put  to  Death.  A  imall 
Number  of  Indians ,  encouraged  and  fupported  by  the 
French  (which  they  are  ready  enough  to  do)  can 
eafily  keep  us  in  a  conftant  Alarm,  put  us  to  an 
lmmenie  Charge,  deftroy  many,  and  impoverish 
more,  in  our  expofed  Places,  and  not  put  themfelves 

at 
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at  all  out  of  their  Way  ;  yea,  find  their  Account 
in  it  •,  for  as  they  live  by  Hunting,  fo  where  Game 
mod  plenty  they  are  beft  off :  And  where  can  they 
find  a  better  Supply,  than  among  our  Cattle,  Sheep, 
and  Corn-Fields  ?  There  they  live  at  Eafe,  diftrefs 
and  impoverifti  us,  and  the  adjacent  Wildernefs  is 
their  Refuge.  By  retiring  into  it,  they  are  foon  out 
of  our  Reach  ;  and  long  Experience  has  taught  us 
how  ineffectual  the  Meafures  we  have  taken  for  our 
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Safety  and  Defence  have  proved. 

Some,  I  am  fenfible,  will  fay,  let  us  not  be  at 
any  Coft  and  Pains  to  gain  the  Friendfhip  of  fuch 
a  perfidious  Crew,  but  'let  us  deftroy  them  all. 
Quickly  faid  indeed,  but  not  fo  foon  nor  fo  eafily 
effected.  Thofe  Perfons  who  are  for  deftroying 
them  would  doubtlefs  foon  do  it,  were  they  firft 
bound  and  delivered  up  to  them.  But  one  Que- 
ftion  here  is,  how  we  fhall  get  them  into  our  Pow¬ 
er  ?  And  another  is.  Whether  it  would  be  fo  hu¬ 
mane,  generous  and  Chriftian-like,  to  take  away 
their  Lives,  were  that  in  our  Power,  as  it  would  be 
to  cultivate  Friendfhip  with  them,  and  to  feek  their 
beft  Good  ?  If  we  fhould  be  fo  fanguine  as  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  deftroy  them,  it  would  doubtlefs  prove 
a  vain  Attempt  •,  and  ferve  only  to  drive  them  to 
the  French ,  who  would  be  very  ready  to  receive  and 
proteft  them.  If  we  negleCt  them,  and  take  no 
Meafures  to  engage  them  in  our  Intereft,  or  to  cul¬ 
tivate  Friendfhip  with  them,  this  will  probably  ren¬ 
der  them  indifferent  to  us,  and  difpofe  them  to 
hearken  to  the  enticing  Infinuations  of  Romijh  Emif- 
faries  *  and  our  Situation  mult  be  very  unhappy, 
when  they  become  engaged  in  the  French  Intereft. 

If  it  be  objected,  that  the  French  hare  already 
gained  a  large  Number  of  Indians  to  their  Intereft, 
and  therefore  if  we  ufe  our  beft  Endeavours  to 
gain  others,  it  will  avail  nothing  ;  for  thofe  who  are 
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devoted  to  the  French ,  will  neverthelefs  diftrefsrus 
in  Time  of  War.  I  reply. 

It  is  very  true,  that  the  French  of  Canada ,  thro* 
their  Policy  and  Vigilance,  have  taken  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  our  Negleft,  and  gained  -a  large  Number 
of  the  Natives  to  their  Intereft,  and  are  gaining 
more  and  more  every  Year  ;  and  fbme  even  from 
among  our  own  Indians.  They  fpare  neither  Coft 
nor  Pains  to  accomplifh  their  Defigns  of  this  Na¬ 
ture,  being  fenfible  enough  how  advantageous  it  is 
to  them,  and  how  injurious  to  us;  and  if  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  adtive,  and  we  negligent,  as  in  Times 
paft,  is  it  not  too  probable  that  they  will,  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  Time,  attach  to  themfelves  all  the  Indians  in 
North- America  ?  Does  it  not  then  concern  us  to 
ufe  proper  and  vigorous  Endeavours  to  prevent  this 
apparent  Mifchief,  by  counter-  working  the  French  ? 
who  are,  I  fuppofe,  tampering  with  all  the  Tribes  of 
North-  America,  to  engage  them  in  their  Intereft. 
And  fhould  we  fucceed  in  our  Endeavours  (as  it  is 
highly  probable  we  might,  if  proper  Steps  were 
taken)  fo  as  to  engage  the  Five  Nations ,  and  forne 
other  Tribes,  in  hearty  Friendfhip  with  us  ;  and 
efpecially  if  we  fhould  beftow  fuch  Favours  upon 
them,  as  would  induce  them  to  fettle  upon  our 
Frontiers ;  it  would  in  all  Probability  prevent  the 
Evil  fpoken  of  in  the  Ohjedtion  ;  for  the  Indians 
from  Canada  would  not  moleft  us,  if  a  Number  of 
the  Natives,  in  hearty  Friendfhip  with  us,  were 
placed  in  our  Borders.  Of  this  we  have  had  a  very 
plain  Proof  the  Lift  War,  in  the  Safety  of  Stock - 
bridge,  and  the  adjacent  Places,  from  any  Attempts 
of  the  Enemy  from  Canada. 

Stockbridgc  is  in  the  very  Road  of,  and  more  ex- 
pofed  to,  the  Indians  from  Canada ,  than  any  other 
Place  whatever;  and  yet  we  fee  that  the  Enemy 
turned  off  Raft  to  Conneflicut- River ,  and  Weft  to 
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the  Dutch  Settlements,  where  they  did  much  Mif- 
chief ;  while  Stockbridge ,  Sheffield,  New- Marlborough, 
and  Number  One ,  tho’  more  expofed,  were  not  mo- 
lefted.  This,  fo  far  as  we  can  dilcern,  was  owing 
to  a  fmall  Number  of  Indians  dwelling  at  Stock- 
bridge,  who  are  our  hearty  and  fait  Friends  ;  which 
the  Enemy  being  fenfible  of,  cared  not  to  come 
within  their  Reach,  left  they  fhould  be  taken  in 
their  own  Snare,  And  if  we  fhould  -encourage 

*  4  ''  •  '  _  w 

the  Settlement  of  other  Indian  Towns  upon  our 
Frontiers,  where  Hunting  is  moft  handy  to  them,  as 
Stockbridge  has  been  encouraged ;  fhould  we  give 
them  Townfhips  of  Land  fuitable  for  their  Improve¬ 
ment,  build  a  Meeting-Houfe  and  Schooi-Houie  in 
each  Town,  and  fupport  Minifters  and  School-Ma¬ 
ilers- in  them  v  would  not  this  convince  them  that 
we  are  their  true  Friends,  and  feek  their  Good  ? 
Would  it  not  induce  them  to  fettle  in  our  Borders  ? 
efpecially  thofe  of  them  who  are  defirous  that  they 
thcmfelves  and  their  Children  fhould  be  inftru&ed? 
Would  they  not  be  a  Guard  to  us  in  Time  of.  War  ? 
And  if,  after  all,  we  fhould  meet  with  fome  Trou¬ 
ble  from  the  Indians  of  Canada ,  might  it  not  be  ef¬ 
fectually  prevented,  by  playing  our  Indians  upon 
them,  as  they  do  theirs  upon  us  ?  And  would  not 
the  Charge  of  all  this  be  a  Trifle,  compared  with 
that  of  defending  ourfelves  in  Time  of  War  ?  But 
if  we  negleCt  them,  and  take  no  Meafures  to  culti¬ 
vate  Friendfhip  with  them,  and  efpecially  if  we  deal 
injurioufly  by  them,  fhall  we  not  put  an  Advantage 
into  the  Hands  of  the  French  (which  they  will  not 
fail  of  improving)  to  engage  them  in  their  Intend:, 
and  to  employ  them  againft  us  in  Time  of  War  ? 
which  would  prove  a  very  great  Calamity  to  us,  if 
not  our  utter  Ruin.  Thele  Things  confidered,  is  it 
not  of  very  great  Importance,  that  we  be  at  good 
Terms  with  the  neighbouring  Natives? 

2.  I  will, 
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2.  I  will,  in  the  next  Place,  endeavour  to  fhew 
what  are  the  likely  Methods  to  bring  this  to  pafs  : 
Or  what  Meafures  we  mull  take  with  the  Indians 

if  we  would  engage  them  in  hearty  Friendlhip  with 
us.  1  .  i  :  r 

And  here,  in  general,  our  Condudl  towards  them 
mult  be  filch  as  lhall  make  them  fenfible  that  we  are 
indeed  their  hearty  Friends  -,  and  fuch  alfo  as  lhall 
convince  them  that  it  is  their  Intereft  and  Advan¬ 
tage  to  be  in  Friendlhip  with  us.  Nothing  Ihort  of 
this,  I  apprehend,  will  attach  them  to  us,  fo  as  to 
anfwer  the  Ends  propofed.  If  we  often  treat  with 
them,  renew  tne  Friendlhip,  and  bellow  upon  them 
large  Prefen ts  :  Or,  as  they  phrafe  it.  Smoke  to¬ 
gether,  brighten  the  Chain,  or  put  the  Brands  to¬ 
gether,  to  kindle  up  the  former  Fire  j  and  yer  leave 
Room  for  them  tofuppole  that  this  proceeds  not  from 
true  Friendlhip,  but  rather  from  Fear  of  them,' or 
from  Sufpicion  that  they  will  join  with  our  Enemies, 
&c.  this  will  never  be  fufficient  to  engage  them  ; 
the  utmoft  we  can  rationally  expedt  from  it  is,  that 
they  will  not  openly  break  with  us,  but  keep  up  a 
Shew  of  Friendlhip,  that  they  may  have  the  Benefit 
of  future  Prefents  at  our  Hands.  .  \  ■  ' 

Again,  if  we  fhould  by  any  Means  convince  them 
that  we  are  their  true  Friends,  and  yet  not  go  into 
fuch  Meafures  with  them  as  fhould  turn  to  their  Ad¬ 
vantage,  they  would  hardly  be  engaged  for  us.  As 
all  other  People  are  governed  by  Intereft ,  fo  are 
they.  And  the  principal  Handle  we  can  take  hold 
of,  to  attach  them  to  us  by,  is  their  Intereft ,  and 
that  would  not  fail  of  doing  i,t.  If  a  Tribe  of 
Indians  can  fell  their  Skins  to  us  for  Twenty  Shillings, 
and  buy  their  Blankets  for  Ten  Shillings ;  they  will 
never  go  to  Canada  where  they  mull  (ell  their  Skins 
for  Ten  Shillings,  and  give  Twenty  Shillings  fora  Blan¬ 
ket.  Convince  them  that  it  is  much  for  their  Intereft 

and 
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and  Advantage  to  be  our  Friends  and  Allies,  and  we 
need  not  fear  but  that  they  will  be  fo.  Now,  in  or¬ 
der  to  convince  them  that  we  are  truly  their  Friends, 
and  that  it  is  their  Intereft  to  be  ours,  we  muft. 

In  the  fir  ft  •  Place,  treat  ttiem  according  to  the 
Rules  of  Equity  and  Juftice.  We«3muft  not  de¬ 
fraud  and  opprefs  them,  but  be  honeft  and  juft  in  our 
Dealings  with  them. 

The  Natives,  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  are  Per- 
fons  of  fo  much  Sagacity,  that  they  can  diftinguifh 
between  juft  and  injurious  Treatment,  as  well  as 
other  Men.  They  are  alfo  as  ready  to  refent,  and 
perhapsmore  forward  to  revenge  Injuries,  than  any 
other  People  under  Heaven.  If  therefore  we  treat 
them  in  an  unjuft  Manner,  we  may  rationally  expedt 
that  they  will  be  fo  far  from  being  our  Friends,  that 
they  will  join  with  our  Enemies,  and  leek  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  Revenge. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  Indians  are  generally 
addifted  to  Drunkennefs,  and  that  when  they  have 
tafted  a  little  Liquor,  they  have  a  ftrong  Thirft  for 
more,  and  will  part  with  any  Thing  they  have,  for 
a  fufficient  Quantity  to  make  them  drunk.-— -And 
is  it  not  as  well  known,  that  we  have  taken  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  their  vicious  Appetite,  and  for  a  few 
Quarts  of  Rum  have  purchafed  valuable  EfFefts  of 
them  ?  Have  not  private  Perlons  thus  made  their 
Gains  of  them,  notwithftanding  the  good  Laws 
that  have  been  in  Force  to  prevent  it  ?  And.  is  not 
this  the  Manner  of  all  private  Traders,  who  go 
amorior  their  fevcral  Tribes  for  Gain  ? 

O  r 

In  our  publick  Dealings  with  them  at  our  Truck- 
Houfes,  where  Rum  has  been  freely  fold  them. 
Care  has  been  taken  that  they  fhould  not  be  cheated, 
but  that  they  fhould  have  the  7  full  V alue  of  what 
they  had  to  fell :  An  Indian  therefore,  who  was 
Owner  of  a  Pack  of  Beaver,  Deerfkins,  or  any  o- 

I>  ther 
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ther  valuable  Goods,  could  buy  a  large  Quantity  of 
Rum,  and  might  get  drunk  perhaps  ten  times,  or 
more  ;  whereas,  if  lie  had  fallen  into  private  Hands, 
he  mult  have  contented  himlelf  with  being  drunk 
but  once  or  twice.  Which  of  thefe  proves  moft  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  Indtans  in  the  End,  I  fhall  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  detemiine.  ' 

When  they  are  thus  intoxicated,  they  fall  out  a- 
mong  thernfelves,  fight,  and  fometimes  kill  one 
another,  and  fome  have  drunk  thernfelves  dead  on 
the  Spot.  An  Inflance  of  each  of  thefe  there  has 
been,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  at  Fort  Fummer , 
fince  that  has  been  improved  as  a  T ruck-  Houfe. 
And  whether  the  Guilt  of  that  Blood  does  not  lie 
upon  us,  I  leave  others  to  judge. 

Now,  if  we  treat  the  Natives  in  this  Form,  will 
they,  can  they,  live  with  us  ?'  Will  not  the  Law  of 
Self-Prefervatibn  oblige  them  to  leave  us,  and  to  go 
where  they  may  be  better  uled  ?  Some  of  the  Five 
Nations  plainly  (peak  it  out,  and  fay,  “  We  cannot 
live  with  the  EngliJIj  and  Dutch ;  they  bring  us  fo 
much  Rum,  that  it  deftroys  us  ;  we  mull  go  to  the 
French ,  who  will  let  us  have  but  little  ftrong;  Drink.” 
Thus  we  alienate  the  Indians  from  us,  and  as  it 
were  oblige  them  to  go  over  to  the  French ,  who  are 
often  our  Enemies,  and  fail  not  to  employ  them  a- 
gainft  us  in  Time,  of  War.  And  if  we  proceed  to 
deal  thus  injurioufly  with  them,  what  can  we  expedt 
but  that  they  will  leave  us,  and  be  a  fevere  Scourge 
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The’  the  Indians  are  funk  below  the  Dignity  of 
human  Nature,  and  their  Luft  after  Drink  expofes 
them  to  be  cheated  out  of  what  little  they  have  ;  yet 
this  gives  us  no  Right  to  deal  unjuftly  by  them. 
They  have  a  natural  Right  to  Juftice,  and  may, 
with  great  Propriety,  challenge  it  at  our  Hands,  fee¬ 
ing  we  profeis  to  be  fubjed  to  the  Laws  of  Chrifi , 

which 
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which  teach  us  to  do  that  which  is  altogether  juft. 
And  we  fhould  be  fo  far  from  taking  the  Advantage 
of  their  Ignorance,  Vice  and  Poverty,  to  defraud 
.  them  of  what  is  their  juft  Right,  that  we  fhould  ra¬ 
ther  be  moved  to  Pity,  and  compaHionate  their  de¬ 
plorable  State,  and  be  Eyes  to  the  Blind,  &c. 

I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  if  we  were  upright  arid 
juft  in  all  our  Tranfafitions  with  them  ;  if  our  Trade 
with  them  was  put  into  the  Hands  of  faithful  Men, 
who  would  deal  juftly  by  them  and  if  they  were  fup- 
plied  with  allNeceflaries  for  themfelves  and  Families 
at  a  moderate  Price,  it  would  not  be  in  the  Power  of 
all  the  French  at  Canada  (fubtle  as  they  irej  to  alienate 
them  from  us.  Th e  French  are  not  upon  equal  Ground 
with  us  in  this  Affair.  ‘For  their  Northern  Climate 
is  much  more  inholpitable  and  fevere  than  ours  is: 
Their  Country  is  not  fo  productive  of  thofe  Fruits, 
which  the  Indians  very  much  live  upon,  as  ours : 
Nor  can  they  afford  Goods  which  are  proper  and 
neceffary  for  the  Indians  at  fo  cheap  a  Lay  as  we 
can:  Therefore  we  can  give  them  thofe  Advantages 
which  Canada  cannot.  We  can,  without  Damage 
to  ourlelves,  make  it  their  Intereft  to  adhere  to  us: 
And  when  Experience  has  once  taught  them,  that 
their  Intereft  lies  with  us,  they  will  want  no  other 
Inducement  to  engage  them  to  us:  Yea,  it  will 
not  only  attach  thofe  of  them  to  us,  who  are 
not  yet  gone  to  Canada ,  but  it  will  induce  thofe  who 
are,  to  return  to  their  Brethren,  for  the  Sake  of  the 
Profit  they  might  reap  by  it ;  efpecially  if  we  give 
them  all  the  Advantage  we  can,  confident  with  our 


own. 


As  unjuft  and  abufive  Treatment  of  the  Indians 
tends  naturally  to  alienate  them  from  us,  and  to  turn 
them  off*  to  the  French  *,  fo  a  Series  of  juft  and 
faithful  Dealing  with  them  would  be  likely  to  attach 
them  to  us,  and  to  make  them  our  faff  Friends. 
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This  again  appears  from  the  Ter 33 per  and  Condudt 
of  that  Part  of  the  T ribe  of  the  River  Indians  who 
live  at  Stockbridge .  For  tho9  they  were,  for  acon- 
fiderable  Time,  extremely  jealous,  that  we  had 
fome  ill  Defign  upon  them,  even  in  the  Favours 
they  received  at  our  Hands  (a  Jealoufy  founded,  I 
fuppofe,  upon  the  ill  Ulage  the  Natives  have  too 
often  been  the  Subjects  of)  yet  by  the  juft  Treat¬ 
ment  they,  for  a  Courfe  of  Years,  have  met  with 
from  the  Government ,  from  Mr.  Sergeant ,  Mr. 
JVoodbridge ,  and  others,  they  are  become  our  hearty 
Friends  ;  willing  to  live  or  die  with  us,  whether  in 
Peace  or  War. 

It  is  very  true,  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  End 
propoied,  our  Trade  with  the  Indians  muft  not  be 
in  private  Hands.  It  muft  not  be  in  the  Power  of 
every  private  Perfon  to  treat  them  as  he  pleafes. 
^Ve  may  upon  good  Grounds  defpair  of  their  be¬ 
ing  treated  with  Equity  and  Juftice,  if  every  one 
may  gratify  his  avaricious  I  emper  in  dealing  with 
them.  Our  I  rade  therefore  muft  be  of  a  pubJick 
Nature,  and  muft  be  committed  to  the  Care  and 
Management  of  faithful  Men  :  Not  to  iuch  as  will 
feek  the  Service,  and  make  Friends  to  procure  the 
Poft  for  them  ;  (certain  Indications  of  a  Self-feeker) 
but  Men  of  Uprightnefs  and  Integrity  muft  be  fought 
out ;  fuch,  and  Rich  only,  muft^be  trufted  with  Bufi- 
nefs  of  fuch  Importance  :  Good  Inftrudlions  muft 
be  given  them,  which  muft  be  carefully  adhered 
to. 

If  the  Indian  Trade  at  Canada  was  in  private 
Hands ;  if  every  private  Perfon  there  might  deal 
with  the  Indians  at  Pleafure,  we  might  then  hope 
that  thofe  who  are  gone  from  us  would  foon  return  ; 
for,  in  that  Cafe,  it  is  fuppofable  enough  that  they 
would  not  meet  with  much  better  Ufage  there  than 
they  do  here  ;  tho9  it  is  fcarcely  fuppofable  that  they 

would 


would  meet  with  much  worfe.  The  French  Trade 
with  the  Indians  is  wholly  in  the  Hands  of  publick 
Officers,  (li  I  am  rightly  informed)  and  a  private 
Man,  if  he  wants  a  Dear-fkin,  a  Beaver-fkin,  &c. 
iarnot  allowed  to  purchale  of  an  Indian ,  but  muft 
g<p  to  the  publick  Stores.  Upon  the  Suppofition 
that  thofe  Officers  are  faithful,  and  deal  juftly  by  the 
Indians ,  it  is  furely  a  wife  and  politick  Method  to 
engage  them  in  their  Favour.  And  fo  long  as  every 
private  Perfon  in  the  Englifh  Government  is  at  Li¬ 
berty  to  trade  with  them,  when,  and  where,  he  plea- 
fes,  and  to  cheat  them  out  of  what  they  have,  what 
can  we  expedt  but  that  they  will  repair  to  Canada , 
where  they  may  be  better  ufcd  ?  Is  it  not  owing  to 
the  ill  Treatment  they  have  met  with  from  the  Eng - 
Ufa  and  Dutch ,  that  fo  many  of  them  are  gone 
already  ?  And  if  no  proper  Meafures  are  taken  to 
prevent  their  being  ill  ufed,  will  not  thofe  who  are 
yet  behind  foon  follow  their  Brethren  ?  Yea,  if  we 
furnifh  them  with  large  Quantities  of  Rum,  make 
them  drunk,  and  then  defraud  them  of  what  they 
have,  do  we  not  reduce  them  to  aNeceffity,  either 
of  living  low  and  miferable  with  us,  or  of  going  from 
us,  that  they  may  fare  better  ?  How  low,  how 
difpirited,  how  miferable  and  brutifh  thefe  few  are, 
who  live  within  our  Borders,  is  too  manifeft.  And 
whether  we,  by  our  ill  treating  of  them,  have  not 
contributed  to  their  Mifery,  is  worthy  of  our  ferious 
Enquiry.  Yea,  would  it  not  be  proper  for  us  to 
enquire,  Whether  we  have  not,  by  our  Negledt  and 
Abufe  of  them,,  provoked  Heaven  to  let  loofe  the 
Natives  upon  us,  who  have  been  one  of  the  foreft 
Scourges  that  we  were  ever  chaftifed-  with  ?  What 
Multitudes  have  they,  in  a  moft  cruel  Manner, 
murdered  in  our  Borders  ?  How  many  of  our  Neigh¬ 
bours  have  they  led  into  Captivity  ?  Some  of  whom 
have  been  redeemed  at  a  very  great  Expence,  and 
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other  : tec y nSc  t  Pagan*  ir  'Apifts,  and  con-’ 

tinue  ftill  in  a  foreign  Land.  And  who  can  count 

the  Coft  we  have  been  at,  to  defend  ourfelves  againft 
their  Incurffons  ? 

^  -d  >:he  Bntiih  Government  fhould  be  difpofed,  in 
I  ime  to  come,  to  fet  up  and  maintain  a  publick, 
and  juft  Trade  with  the  Five  Nations,  or  any 
other  Tribes,  thereby  to  attach  them  to  us,  to  pro¬ 
mote  their  true  Intereft,  with  other  valuable  Ends,  that 
might  thereby  be  anfwered  ;  this  Objedtion  perhaps 
would  a  rife,  viz.  That  fuch  a  Proceeding  will  be  a 
very  great  Expence  to  the  Publick,  for  our  Trade 
cannot  be  fafe,  unlefs  it  be  protected  by  a  confiderable 
Force.  A  Fort  mu  ft  be  built,  andaGarrifon  of  50, 

60,  or  perhaps  100  Men,  with  their  proper  Officers, 
mult  be  maintained  at  each  Place  where  the  Trade 
is  fet  up  ;  therefore  the  Advantage  would  not 
countervail  the  Coft.  To  this  I  reply. 

If  inch  Garnions  fhould  be  thought  necefiary  in 
the  Places  where  a  Trade  is  fet  up,  to  be  a  Guard 
to  it,  the  Charge  would  nothing  like  equal  that  of  an 
Indian  \V ar,  whichperhaps  it  might  prevent. 

^  But  further,  I  apprehend  that  the  Charge  of  fuch 
Garrifons  might  be  fpared  ;  and  that,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  necefiary,  they  would  prove  very  injurious  to  the 
Defign  *,  and  that  it  would  be  a  very  wrong  Step  to 
be  taken  in  that  Affair. 

All  who  are  in  any  good  Meafure  acquainted  with 
the  Indians  know,  that  they  are  extreamly  jealous, 
left  any  Incroachments  fhould  be  made  upon  them  ; 
and  it  is  not  ftrangeit  fhould  befo,  coofidering  what 
has  paft  over  them.  And  if  a  Number  of  armed 
Men  were  placed  among  them,  and  Forts  built  for 
the  Defence  of  our  Trade,  they  would  be  fuf- 
picious  that  fomething  hoftile  was  intended,  and  we 
fhould  not  be  able  to  remove  the  Sufpicion.  They 
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would  behold  us  with  a  jealous  Eye,  and  perhaps. 
take  Meafures  to  fruftrate  the  whole  Defign. 

The  molt  effectual  Way  to  induce  them  to  truft 
us,  is  to  truft  them  ;  and  they  will  be  ready  enough 
to  protedt  our  Trade  if  we  defire  it,  and  (hew  that 
we  confide  in  them  to  do  it.  And  when  a  little  Ex¬ 
perience  has  .taught  them  how  advantageous  fuch  a 
Trade  would  be  to  them,  they  would  be  ready  e- 
nough  to  do  it,  jortheir.  own  Advantage.  If  there¬ 
fore  we  fhould  defire  them  to  admit  a  Trader  into 

^  *  »  '  •  4  •  *  *  •  «  ♦ 

Ope  of  their  own  Forts,  or  to  build  a  Fort  at  our 
Charge  in  fome  convenient  Place  for  fuch  a  Defipn, 
-and  to  take  Care  that  our  irade  be  lafe ;  this 
would  tend  to  convince  them,  both  of  our  Friend- 
,fhip  to,  and  of  our  Confidence  in,  them  ;  and  they 
would  not  only  be  pleafed  with  it,  but  alfo  ambi¬ 
tious  to  fhew  us  that  we  may  fafely  truft  them :  And 
were  I  to  be  the  Truck-Matter,  I  fhould  efteem 
myfelf  much  fafer  in  their  Protection,  than  in  a 
Gajrifon  of  100  Englijh  Men:  For  if  fuch  a  Gar- 
rifon  fhould  be  placed  among  them,  they  them- 
fefves  would  fufpedt  fome  ill  Defign  carrying  on  a- 
gain  ft,  them  ;  and  the  French  would  infallibly  tel! 
them,’  that  tho’  we  pretended  Peace  and  Friend- 
fliip,  yet  our  Defign  in  the  End  is  to  difpofiefs  them 
of  their  Country .  .  .  .  . 

Ir  indeed  a  Truck-Matter  fhould  prove  an  un¬ 
faithful  Servant,  and  enrich  himfejf  by  defrauding 
them,  he  might  have  Occafion  for  Englijh  Soldi¬ 
ers  to  proteCt  him  and  his  Stores  ;  but  it  they  found 
him  faithful,  friendly  and  juft  in  his  Dealings  with 
them,  they  would  be  as  careful  of  him  as  of  their 
own  Eyes,  and  venture  their  own  Lives  for  him. 
What  would  not  the  Indians  of  Stockbridge  have 
done  for  Mr.  Sergeant  in  his  Day,  whom  they  had 
found  to  be  their  true  and  hearty  Friend  ?  And  what 
would  they  not  now  do  for  Mr.  Woo  Abridge ,  of 
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whom  they  have  had  the  like  Experience  ?  Indi¬ 
ans  will  be  as  ready  as  the  Englijh ,  and  perhaps  much 
more  fo,  to  ferve  and  protect,  if  there  be  Occdfion, 
thole  whom  they  have  found  to  be  their  Faithful  and 
real  Friends.  ’  -  ::  ^  ;  ' 

In  a  Word,  I  apprehend,  that1  if  we-  had  in 
Times  paft  treated  the  Natives  according  to  the 
R  ules  of  Equity  and  J  uftice,  it  would  have  beeh  quite 
fufficient  to  have  engaged  them  in  our  Intereft,.  and 
to  have  kept  them  in  Amity  and  Friendfhip  with  iis; 
and  that,  even  now,  they  might  in  a  little  Time  bb 
attached  to  us,  by  fuch  Treatment:  But  this,  I 
confefs,  I  defpair  of,  if  every  private  Perfori  muft 
be  left  at  his  Liberty  to  treat  them  as  he  pleafes, :  and 
to  defraud  them  of  all  they  have  ;  which  I  take  to 
be  the  Cafe  in  New-To’rk  Government,  who  lie  next 
to  the  Five  Nations ,  and  have  their  Trade  ;  tho5  in 
this  Province  we  have  good  Laws  in  Force  to  reftrain 
private  Perfons  from  felling  them  ftrong  Drink. 

2.  We  fhould  alfo  exercife  that  Kindnefs  and  Ge- 
nerofity  towards  them,  that  fhall  Convince  them 
that  it  is  tor  their  Intereft  to  be  inFriendfliip  with  us. 
We  fhould  not,  in  a  Cafe  of  fuch  Importance,  con¬ 
tent  ourfelves  with  being  barely  juft  in  our  Treat¬ 
ment  of  them,  but  we  .fhould  alfo  be  kind  and  ge¬ 
nerous,  as  a  proper  Expedient  to  obtain  the  End 
propofed.  1  am  aware,  I  fhall  here  be  quickly  inter¬ 
rupted  with  this  Exclamation  ; 

What  !  kind  and  generous  to  fuch  an  ungrateful 
evil  Ci  *ew  !  To  which  I  fhall  only  anlwer,  W e  have 
good  Authority  for  being  kind  to  the  Unthankful 5  and 
to  the  Evil.  And  if  that  good  Being  who  recom¬ 
mends  it  to  us,  had  not  given  an  Example  of  it,  in 
his  Dealings  with  us,  how  deplorable  had  our  State 
been  ?  This  kind  Temper  and  Behaviour  is  recom¬ 
mended  to  us  in  theGofpel,  not  only  becaufe  it  is 
the  Will  of  our  heavenly  Father  that  we  fhould  be 
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kind,  but  alfo  becaufe  the  Exercife  of  it  anfwers  ex¬ 
cellent  Ends  ;  produces  very  good  and  defirable 
Effedts  ;  fuch  as  Love,  Friendfhip,  Peace,  &c. 
And  while  we  make  a  Profeftion  of  Chriftianity,  it 
is  Pity  the  Pradlice  of  it,  in  fo  fhaterial  an  Article, 
fhould  be  objedted  againft.  And  is  it  not  very  pro¬ 
per  that  we  fhould  exercife  Kindnels  and  Generofity 
to  the  poor  Natives,  when  there  is  a  ftrong  Probabi¬ 
lity  of  its  being  of  very  happy  Confequence  both  to 
them  and  us  ? 

A  great  deal  of  Kindnefs  and  Generofity  has  been 
exercifed  towards  the  River  Indians  at  Houfatunnuk , 
by  this  Government ,  by  the  honourable  Corporation 
at  Home,  by  their  honourable  and  reverend  Com - 
mijfioners  at  Bojion ,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hollis ,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Sergeant ,  Mr.  Woodbridge ,  and  others  \ 
and  the  Confequence  has  been  very  happy  as  to 
them  ;  they  are  brought  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  to  a  Chriftian  Profeflion ;  and  many  of 
them,  we  hope,  to  the  faving  Knowledge  of  God. 
We  alfo  have  found  the  Benefit  of  this  kind  Ufage 
of  them  ;  for  thereby  they  are  become  our  hearty 
Friends,  are  united  to  us  in  their  Affedtions,  and 
were  a  Means,  in  the  Hand  of  Providence,  of  co¬ 
vering  our  moft  Weftern  Frontiers  the  laft  War, 
And  were  the  like  Kindnefs  fhewn  by  us  to  other 
Tribes,  is  there  not  Room  to  hope  that  the  Effedts 
might  be  alike  happy  ?  If  Townfiiips,  fuitable  for 
Indians  to  fettle  in,  were  provided  in  our  Frontiers, 
and  it  were  propofed  to  them,  that  if  they  would  come 
and  fettle  in  them,  they  fhould  not  only  enjoy  the 
Land  as  their  own,  but  alfo  haveaMinifter  fupport- 
ed  among  them  to  inftrudt  them  in  the  Chriftian 
Religion  *,  and  alfo  a  School-Mafter  to  teach  their 
Children  to  fead  and  write  ;  would  not  this  induce 
many  of  them,  efpecially  of  the  better  Sort,  to 
come  and  fettle  in  our  Borders?  And  would  they 

C  not 


/ 


V 


[  i8  ] 

not  cover  our  Frontiers  in  cafe  of  a  War  with 
France  ? 

What  has  been  done  for  the  Indians  at  Stockbridge , 
has  doubtlefs  been  much  obferved  and  approved  of 
by  the  Natives  far  and  near.  That  there  is  a  School 
fet  up  at  Canada ,  in  Imitation  of  Mr.  Sergeant's 
School  at  Stockbridge ,  and  a  large  Number  of  Scho¬ 
lars  in  it,  we  have  heard  and  receive  for  Truth. 
That  the  French ,  who  efteem  Ignorance  to  be  the 
Mother  of  Devotion,  and  do  not  defire  to  teach  the 
Indians  any  Thing  more  than  to  fay  their  Beads,  and 
to  crols  themfelves,  have  done  this  out  of  Choice, 
is  not  at  all  likely.  They  do  not  defire  that  their 
Indians  fhould  become  a  knowing  People.  But  yet, 
being  fenfible  that  the  Report  of  Mr.  Sergeant's 
School  had  fpread  itfelf  far  and  wide,  and  that  their 
Indians  were  pleafed  with  the  Method  the  Englijh 
had  taken  to  furnifh  the  Natives  with  Knowledge, 
they  apprehended,  that  unlefs  fomething  like  it  were 
done  among  among  them,  there  would  be  Danger 
of  the  Indians  repairing  to  us  for  InftruCtion,  and 
to  prevent  this,  and  to  engage  them  to  themfelves, 
they  fet  up  their  School.  This,  I  conjecture,  is  the 
Truth  of  the  Cafe.  And  if  fo,  it  is  manifeft  that 
the  Indians  are  inclined  to  feek  after  Knowledge  ; 
and  therefore  would  be  difpofed  to  hearken  to  iuch 
kind  and  generous  Propofals,  if  they  were  made  to 
them.  And  who  can  tell  but  that  this,  that,  or  the 
Other  Tribe,  would  gladly  fettle  fuch  Towns,  if 
they  were  invited  to  it  in  a  proper  Manner  ? 

3.  Another  Step,  and  perhaps  the  moft  promifing 
one  we  can  take,  to  engage  the  Indians  in  Friend  t 
/hip  with  us  is,  to  fend  Miffionaries  among  their 
refpeCtive  Tribes,  Minifters  and  Schoolmafters,  to 
inftruCt  them  in  the  Principles,  and  to  perfuade  them 
to  the  PraCtice  ot  Chriftianity.  Tho*  they  have  fo 
long  lived  near  us,  and  been  converfant  with  us,  yet 
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they  remain  ignorant  of  the  Way  of  Salvation, 
Strangers  to  the  Gofpel,  and  are  perifhing  for  lack 
of  Knowledge  :  A  Cafe  that  might  well  move  our 
Pity  and  Companion  towards  them,  and  put  us  up¬ 
on  doing  what  we  can  for  their  Relief.  And  whe¬ 
ther  our  former  Negleft  of  Things  of  this  Nature 
has  not  been,  provoking  to  Heaven,  may  be  worthy 
of  our  ferious  Enquiry, 

The  Intereft  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barclay  had  in  the 
Mohawks ,  while  he  was  with  them,  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  of  Manners  he  wrought  among  them,  their 
Willingnefs  to  receive  Inflruflion,  and  their  En¬ 
gaged  nefs  to  profecute  Learning,  are  a  plain  Indi¬ 
cation  that  faithful  Miffionaries  would  be  welcome  to 
'  them.  And  the  Five  Nations  being  neareft  us,  and 
their  Friendfhip  of  very  great  Confequence,  it  might 
be  proper  to  begin  with  them  :  And  what  has  been 
done  among  them  by  Mr,  Barclay  and  others, 
might  be  no  fmall  Help  in  the  Cafe.  *  If  we  fhould 
fend  Perfons  well  qualified  for  the  Bufmefs  to  refide 
among  them,  and  fupport  them  well," there  would 
be  no  Foundation  for  any  Jealoufy  that  we  have  an  ill 
Defign  upon  them,  and  if  at  any  time  fuch  Jealoufies 
fhould  arife,  they  would  foon  fubfide,  upon  the  In¬ 
dians  having  a  little  Experience  of  our  Kindnefs  and 
Friendfhip  to  them.  The  prudent  Condudt  and 
faithful  Labours  of  fuch  Miffionaries  might,  by  the 
Bleffing  of  God,  ferve  to  remove  their  Barbarity, 
correct  their  Manners,  reform  their  Lives,  promote 
in  them  virtuous  Sentiments,  and  by  Degrees  form 
them  to  true  Religion.  This  we  may  hope  would 
be  the  happy  Event,  with  Refpedt  to  many  of  them, 
tho’  not  to  all  ;  and  if,  by  much  Labour  and  Ex¬ 
pence,  it  might  be  brought  to  pafs,  fhould  we  not 
find  our  Account  in  it ;  for  what  would  be  the 
Charge  of  fupporting  a  few  Miffionaries,  compared 
with  that  of  an  Indian  War?  And  is  there  not  great 
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,  Probability  that  fuch  Meafures  would  in  a  few  Years 
Time  attach  them  to  us  in  a  hearty  Friendfhip  ? 
And  it  the  Five  Nations ,  who  are  a  Terror  to,  and 
have  in  great  Meafure  the  Command  of,  other 
Tribes,  were  indeed  our  Friends,  and  made  fo  by 
fuch  Obligations  laid  upon  them,  would  it  not  be 
an  effectual  Means  of  retraining  other  Indians  from 
giving  us  Trouble  in  cafe  of  a  War  ? 

The  general  Objebtion  here,  I  am  fenfible,  will 
be  ; — There  is  no  Likelihood  of  fucceeding,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  worth  While  to  make  any  Trial ; 
it  would  only  be  to  fpend  Labour  and  Money  to  no 
good  Purpofe.  To  which  I  reply, 

How  can  we  draw  the  Conclufion  before  we  have 
made  the  Experiment  ?  Have  we  ever  made  any  pro¬ 
per  Trial,  and  found  ourfelves  difappointed  ?  And  can 
it  be  looked  upon  juft  to  draw  fuch  a  Conclufion, 
in  a  Cafe  of  fuch  Importance,  unkfs  we  had  better 
Grounds  for  it  ? 

it  is  true,  Mr.  Sergeant  made  a  Vifit  to  the  Sit/ 
quehanna  Indians ,  Mr.  Brainard  alfo,  in  his  Day, 
did  the  fame,  without  Succefs  ;  but  we  know  that 
the  Excufe  thofe  Indians  made  was,  that  they  held 
their  Lands  of  the  Five  Nations ,  and  therefore  could 
not  comply  with  fuch  a  Motion,  till  their  Confent 
was  firft .  obtained.  And  befides,  fhall  we  efteem 
two  or  three  Vilits  made  by  private  Perfons  a  fuffi- 
cient  Trial  in  this  Cafe  ?  Sufficient  indeed  it  was  to 
fhew  that  thofe  good  Gentlemen  were  pofteft  of  an 
excellent  Spirit,  and  of  a  laudable  Zeal  for  the  Good 
of  the  poor  Natives ;  but  yet  I  apprehend  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  ciifcourage  further  Attempts.  If  thofe 
Gentlemen,  who  went  in  a  private  Capacity,  had 
fuftaincd  a  publick  Character,  perhaps  they  had  been 
more  regarded.  But.  however,  when  wre  have  uied 
our  beft  Endeavours,  and  they  indeed  prove  un- 
fuccefsful,  we  may  be  excufable ;  but  can  we  look 
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upon  ou delves  fo,  if  we  fit  (till,  and  ufe  no  Endea¬ 
vours  for  the  Help  of  thofe  poor  benighted  People  ? 

If  proper  Attempts  fliould  be  made  for  Chri- 
ftianizing  the  Five  Nations,  there  would,  I  am  fen- 
fible,  fome  notable  Difficulties  lie  in  the  Way,  but 
yet  perhaps  none  but  what  might  be  furmounted. 

One  Difficulty  that  would  doubtlefs  attend  luch  a 
laudable  Undertaking,  would  arife  from  thofe  who 
maintain  a  private  Trade  among  them,  from  which 
they  reap  great  Gain  *,  efpecially  by  the  Article  of 
Rum,  too  much  of  which  they  convey  to  them, 
and  by  the  Influence  of  which  the  Indians  are  eafily 
defrauded. 

Theie  Traders  would  be  very  fenfible,  that  if  Chri- 
ftianity  fhould  prevail  among  thofe  Nations ,  the 
Hope  of  their  Gain  would  be  gone^  and  feeing  by  this 
Craft  they  have  their  Wealthy  they  would  ufe  their 
■utmoft  Endeavours  to  difiuade  the  Indians  from 
embracing  the  Ways  of  Religion.  They  in  Fact  did 
fo  at  Houfatunnuk ,  where  the  Number  of  Indians 
was  fmall,  and  their  Trade  not  fo  confiderable.  How 
much  more  then  will  they  do  it,  if  Endeavours  fliould 
be  ufed  to  convert  the  Mohawks ,  whofe  Trade  is 
vaftly  more  advantageous  ?  But  as  the  Indians  at 
Houfatunnuk ,  by  Mr.  Sergeant's  Help,,  faw  thro* 
the  Artifice  they  ufed,  and  v/ere  made  fenfible  of' 
the  felfifh  Views  of  the  Traders,  fo  doubtlefs  the 
Five  Nations  may  eafily  be  informed,  and  the  Ob- 
ftruition  foon  removed. 

Another  Difficulty  will  arife  from  the  falfe  Infinua- 
tions  of  Romijh  Emiffaries,  who  will  not  fail  to  tell 
them,  that  we  are  about  to  teach  them  a  falfe  Reli- 
•  gion,  and  if  they  hearken  to  us,  they  will  ail  cer¬ 
tainly  be  damned.  But  when  thole  Indians  are  pro¬ 
perly  informed  of  the  Conduit  of  the  French ,  and 
other  Roman  Catholicks,  how  they  deny  the  Ufe  (  f 

the  Bible  to  the  common  People  among  themfclves, 
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and  that  they  have  no  Defign  to  acquaint  the  Indi¬ 
ans  with  the  Word  of  God  :  And  on  the  other 
Hand,  that  our  Defign  is  not  to  impofe  upon  them, 
“but  to  open  the  Bible  to  them,  to  enable  them  to 
read  it,  and  to  judge  for  themfelves  ;  will  not  this 
fatisfy  them  of  our  honeft  Intentions  towards  them, 
J  and  of  the  Safety  and  Propriety  of  their  examining 
'Things,  that  they  may  form  a  Judgment  for  them- 
firlves  ? 

A  third,  and  perhaps  much  the  greateft  Difficul¬ 
ty  that  would  attend  this  good  Defign  is,  that  thole 
.Indians  efteem  themfelves  Chriftians  already,  and 
value  themfelves  upon  their  being  as  good  Chriftians 
as  their  Neighbours.  Mr.  Sergeant ,  in  his  Journal 
of  November  25,  1794,  fays,—  c  The  Mohawks  are 
4  generally  Profeffors  of  Chriftanity,  but  for  want 
4  of  Inftru&ion  have  but  little  of  it  in  Reality.—-’ 
They  are  fo  ignorant  of  the  Principles  of  Religion, 
that  they  know  not  the  Difference  between  one  who 
is  baptized,  and  calls  himfelfa  Chriftian,  and  one  who 
lives  agreeably  to  the  Rules  Chrift  has  given  us  *to 
walk  by.  They  are  not  fenfible  of  the  Neceffity  of 
being  conformed  to  thofe  Rules  of  Virtue  and  Holi- 
nefs  which  Chrift  has  prefcribed.  Romijh  Emiffaries 
have  baptized  fome  of  them,  others  (as  I  have  been 
informed)  have  been  baptized  by  Dutch  Minifters  ; 
and  they  efteem  it  a  Privilege  belonging  to  them  to 
have  their  Children  baptized,  whenever  they  prefent 
them,  without  any  Regard  being  had,  either  to  the 
Qualifications  of  the  Parent,  or  the  religious  Edu¬ 
cation  of  the  Child.  When  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spen¬ 
cer  was  among  them  a  few  Years  ago,  they  were 
much  difpleafed  that  he  declined  baptizing  fome 
Children,  whofe  Parents  were  notorioufly  ignorant, 
vicious  and  wicked.  Some  Lilians  from  Canada , 
who  had  an  Englijh  Woman  to  their  Mother,  came 
a  few  Years  paft:  to  fVeJifield  to  vifit  their  Englijh 
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Relations  there,  and  while  they  {laid  at  that  Place, 
they  had  a  Child  born,  and  were  much  offended 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Balantine ,  who  declined  bap¬ 
tizing  of  it,  as  they  defired.  Since  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Edwards  has  been  at  Stockbridge ,  one  of  the  Mo¬ 
hawks  refiding  there  had  a  Child  born,  and  was 
highly  affronted  becaufe  Mr.  Edwards  did  not  bap¬ 
tize  it  upon  his  Defire.  From  thefe  Inftances  it  is 
evident,  that  they  account  their  Children  have  Right 
to  Baptifm,'  whenever  they  defire  it.  And  being 
baptized,  they  efteem  them  good  Chriftians,  what¬ 
ever  their  Converfation  may  be  ;  for  they  derive 
their  Notions  of  Chriftianity,  not  from  the  Bible  (to 
which  they  are  Strangers)  but  from  the  Example  of 
the  Dutch  and  French ,  with  whom  they  are  conver- 
fant,  and  who  profeis  themfelves  to  be  Chriftians. 
v  And  fo  far  forth  as  being  baptized,  in  the  fore- 
mentioned  Manner,  and  calling  themielves  Chriftians 
will  make  them  fo,  they  are  fo  to  be  e (teemed. 
Now  thefe  Things  being  fo,  it  may  prove  a  difficult 
Thing  to  make  them  fenfible,  that  Drunkennefs,  and 
other  vicious  Pradtices,  are  inconfiftent  with  Chrifti¬ 
anity  *,  becaufe  thofe  Chriftians,  who  fall  under  their 
Obfervation,  give  them  an  Example  of  Vice,  and 
go  fuch  Lengths  therein. 

But  yet  I  apprehend  this  Difficulty  might  alfo  be 
removed,  by  giving  them  a  juft  and  true  Account 
of  the  Nature  and  Extent  of  theChriftian  Religion, 
by  informing  them  what  the  Will  of  Chrift  is  *,  how 
he  expedls  that  we  fhould  be  conformed  to  his  Like* 
nefs,  and  to  his  Laws.  T  he  Indians  are  as  capable 
of  hearing  Reafons,  and  giving  them  their  Weight, 
as  other  Men  *,  and  it  is  becaufe  they  know  not 
what  Chriftianity  is,  that  they  efteem  themfelves 
Chriftians,  in  their  prefent  Circumftanccs.  When 
they  are  made  acquainted  with  the  Terms  of  Salva¬ 
tion,  propofed  in  the  Gofpel,  and  what  they  muft 
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do  that  they  may  inherit  eternal  Life ;  when  they 
are  well  intruded  in  the  Dodrines  of  Chrift ,  they 
will  be  fenfible  that  the  Religion  which  they  now 
have,  is  little  or  nothing  like  that  which  is  taught 
by  the  Gofpel.  When  Mr.  Edwards  refufed  to  bap¬ 
tize  a  Mohawk  Child  born  at  Stockbridge  ( which  I 
have  before  mentioned)  and  they  were  very  much  dif- 
pleafed  with  him  on  that  Account,*  he  went  to  them, 
gave  them  the  Reafonsof  his  Condud,  and  inform¬ 
ed  them  as  clearly  as  he  was  able,  of  the  Nature 
and  End  of  Baptifm  :  Fhofe  Indians  received  the 
Force  of  his  Reafons,  and  appeared  to  be  fatisfied 
and  contented,  when  he  had  taken  Pains  to  inform 
them.  And  I  doubt  not  but  proper  lnftrudion  and 
Information  would  remove  the  Difficulty  I  have 
been  fpeaking  of.  .  .  .  1 

Tho5  Chriftianizing  thofe  Indians  may  prove  a 
difficult  Work,  yet  it  our  Endeavours  might,  by 
the  divine  Bleffing,  be  fucceeded,  would  not  the 
Advantage  thence  arifing  to  them,  and  us,  more 
than  compenfate  the  Pains  and  Expence  we  fhould 
be  at  ?  And  is  there  not  fo  much  Ground  to  hope 
for  Succefs,  as  fhould  induce  us  to  make  the  Ex¬ 
periment  ? 

I  fhall  now  conclude,  by  briefly  fuggefting  a  few 
Things,  not  yet  mentioned,  the  ferious  Confidera- 
tion  of  which  may  excite  us  to  ule  our  beft  Endea¬ 
vours  for  the  Converfion  of  the  neighbouring  Indi¬ 
ans  to  the  Chriftian  Faith. 

1.  And  in  the  firft  Place,  fhould  not  the  Con- 
fideration  of  the  divine  Bounty  and  Goodnefs,  be¬ 
llowed  upon  us,  excite  us  to  employ  Part  of  that 
undeferved  Goodnefs  to  promote  the  Knowledge  of 
God,  our  bountiful  Benefaftor,  among  thofe  who 
are  deftitute  of  it  ?  Thro*  the  undeferved  Favour 
and  Bleffing  of  God,  we  have  been  profperous  in 
our  fecular  Affairs,  fucceeded  in  our  Husbandry, 
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Trade,  &c.  and  are  become  a  wealthy  People  : 
And,  were  we  as  willing  as  we  are  able,  might  we 
not  fpare  large  Sums  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gof- 
pel  among  the  Heathen  ?  Ought  we  not  then  to 
fhew  our  Gratitude  to  the  glorious  Author  of  all 
our  Comforts,  by  employing  a  Part  of  his  Bounty  to 
promote  the  Redeemer’s  Kingdom  ?  Is  it  not  fit 
that  we  fhould  thus  honour  the  Lord  with  our  Sub- 
fiance  ?  Dees  it  not  lie  as  a  Reproach  upon  us,  who 
make  an  high  Profefiion,  that  we  expend  fo  little  to 
promote  the  Knowledge  of  God  among  the  Na¬ 
tives,  and  fo  much  to  ill  Purpofes  ?  Were  what  we 
employ  in  unneceflary  Expences,  by  which  Pride 
and  Luxury  are  indulged  and  nourifhed,  employed 
in  the  laudable  Method  I  am  recommending  ;  would 
it  not  be  fufficient  well  to  fupport  a  Multitude  of 
Miffionaries  among  the  neighbouring  T ribes  ?  W ould 
it  not  probably  be  a  Means  of  turning  many  of  them 
from  the  Power  of  Satan  to  God?  And  would  it  not 
be  an  Odour  of  a  fweet  Smell. >  a  Sacrifice  acceptable , 
well  pleafing  to  God  f  ?  And  feeing  God,  by  his 
Bleffings,  has  enabled  us  to  contribute  to  fuch  a 
good  Defign,  fhould  we  not  chearfully  give  of  our 
Subfiance,  for  the  fpiritual  Benefit  of  the  perifhing 
Heathen  ? 

2.  Should  not  the  Light  and  Grace  of  the  GoT 
pel,  which  we,  thro’  divine  Goodnefs  enjoy,  be  a 
ldronger  Argument  (till  to  excite  us  to  endeavour  the 
Cbnverfion  of  the  Heathen  ? 

A  few  Generations  back  we  were  in  a  State  of 
Heathenifm,  as  they  now  are  r  Aliens  from  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Ifrael—'and  without  God  in  the  World*. 
But,  thro1  divine  Goodnefs,  the Dayfpring  from  on 
High  has  vifited  us,  and  we  enjoy  the  Light  and 
Privileges  of  the  Gofpel-Difpenfation.  Seeing  then 
God  has  had  Companion  on  us,  and  beflowed  upon 
us  thofe  richeft  Bleffings,  ought  we  not  to  have 
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Companion  on  the  neighbouring  Heathen,  and 
uie  our  beft  Endeavours  that  they  alio  may  be  made 
Partakers  of  the  Light  and  Bldlings  of  the  Gofpel? 

3.  Should  we  not  be  moved  to  fuch  charitable 
Endeavours  from  the  Confideration  of  the  wretch-' 
ed  and  forlorn  Circumftances,  in  which  the  poor  Na¬ 
tives  appear  before  our  Eyes  ?  We  often  behold  thofe 
piteous  Objects,  appearing  half  naked,  and  almoft 
ftarved  •,  which  is  the  Effedt  of  their  vicious  Way 
of  Living.  We  fee  them  alfo  in  the  Depths  of  Ig¬ 
norance  and  Barbarity  *,  wholly  unacquainted  with 
the  Way  of  Salvation,  and  quite  unconcerned  for 
their  eternal  Good  :  And  yet  their  Powers,  both  of 
Body  and  Mind,  are  not  inferior  to  our  own.  Were 
they  brought  to  Civility  and  Induftry,  they  might 
ftand  upon  equal  Ground  with  us,  refpecling  the 
Comforts  of  Life  *,  and  were  they  inftrudted  in  di¬ 
vine  Things,  made  acquainted  with  the  great  and 
important  Truths  of  the  Gofpel,  they  might  ftand 
as  fair  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  as  we  do.  Should 
not  our  Eyes  therefore  affedt  our  Hearts,  when  we 
behold  them  in  fuch  miferable  Circumftances  ?  And 
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ihould  we  not  exert  ourfelves  in  all  proper  Ways  for 
their  Help?  Did  the  Wounds  of  the  poor  Man  half 
dead ,  who  fell  among  Thieves ,  plead  with  fo  much 
Eloquence  for  human  Companion,  as  the  unhappy 
State  of  the  poor  Natives  does  for  Chriftian  Chari¬ 
ty  ?  And  if  the  Companion  of  a  Samaritan  was  mo¬ 
ved  by  the  former,  how  much  more  fhould  the 
Bowels  of  a  Chriftian  be  moved  by  the  latter  ? 

4,  The  noble  Example  of  fotne  generous  and  pi¬ 
ous  Perfons,  at  Home,  may  well  excite  us  to  liberal 
Contributions  for  the  Benefit  of  the  poor  Heathen. 

Not  only  publick  Societies,  but  alfo  private  Per¬ 
fons,  in  Great- Britain ^  have  generoufly  and  liberal¬ 
ly  contributed  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Natives ,  in  this 
diftant  Part  of  the  World.  Tho’  they  are  at  3000 
Miles  Diftance,  and  never  beheld,  as  we  do,  thofe 
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miferable  Objects  ;  yet,  from  a  truly  pious  and  ge¬ 
nerous  Spirit,  they  have  fent  over  their  liberal  Con¬ 
tributions,  that  the  Heathen,  by  their  Means,  may 
be  informed  in  the  Way  of  Life.  Verily ,  they  jhall 
not  lofe  their  Reward.  A  noble  Example  they  fet 
before  us,  moft  worthy  our  Imitation  :  And  how 
can  we  excufe  ourfeives,  if  we  negledt  to  copy  after 
it  ?  Some  indeed  may  plead  their  Inability,  but  this 
is  not  the  Cafe  of  all.  Are  there  not  among  us  ma¬ 
ny  wealthy  Merchants  and  Traders?  Are  there  not 
alfo  many  Farmers,  who  abound  in  Wealth,  upon 
the  Lands  which  were,  a  few  Years  ago,  the  Pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Indians ,  who  now  Hand  in  Need  of 
their  Charity  ?  Should  not  Inch  Perfonsbe  moved, 
by  the  generous  Examples  of  others,  to  help  for¬ 
ward  the  noble  Defign  of  converting  the  Heathen  ? 
Yea,  are  not  the  People  in  general  able  to  do  fome- 
thing  to  help  forward  fo  good  a  Defign  ?  And  will  it 
not  lie  as  a  Reproach  upon  us,  if  we,  who  make  a 
high  Profeflionof  Religion,  prove  void  of  Charity, 
when  we  are  fo  loudly  called  to  the  Exercife  of  it, 
not  only  by  the  laudable  Example  of  generous  Be¬ 
nefactors  at  Home  but  alfo  by  the  perifhing  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  neighbouring  Indians  ? 

I  fhall  only  add  my  hearty  Wiflies,  that  this  A- 
merican  Continent,  which,  for  Ages  unknown,  has 
been  a  Seat  of  Darknefs,  and  full  of  the  Habita¬ 
tions  of  Cruelty ,  may  become  a  Scene  of  Light  and 
Love  *,  that  the  Heathen  in  it,  who  have  been  wont 
to  thirft  after  Blood,  may  hunger  and  thirfl  after 
RighteGuJneJs  *,  I' hat  the  Wildernefs  and  folitary  Place 
may  be  glad  for  them ,  the  Defart  rejoice  and  blojfom  as 

the  Rcfe  ; . Vhat  the  Glory  of  Lebanon  may  be 

given  unto  it ,  the  Excellency  of  Carmel  and  Sharon  ; 
I  hat  they  may  fee  the  Glory  of  the  Lord ,  and  the  Ex¬ 
cellency  of  our  God  i). 

K  Ifaiah  xxxv.  i,  2. 
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